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S E R M O N. &c, 


FRE Xii. 19. 20. 

HE SHALL NOT STRIVE, NOR CRY, NEITHER SHALL ANY 
MAN HEAR HIS VOICE IN THE STREETS. A BRUISED 
REED SHALL HE Nor BREAK, AND SMOKING FLAX _ 
SHALL HE NOT QUENCH, TILL HE SEND FORTH JUDG- 
MENT UNTO VICTORY. . 


Tur wiſdom and goodneſs of God illuſtri- 
ouſly appear in the many prediQions of the Meffiah, 
vith which he fayored his ancient people. They 
were, indeed, ſuch as tended to ſupport the pious 
mind, ready to fink in a view of the unhappy ftate 
of a nation, laden with iniquity ; and alſo to prepare 
it for the ſuitable reception of him, when he ſhould 
make his entrance i inta the world. e 


"LAY 


— 
** „ 
X py . 
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| ſhould bring to mankind, both in their nature and 


frequent, full, and clear deſcriptions of the Saviour, 


from that prophet, and referred,.by the evangeliſt, to 


in his miniſterial office, 


6 


Anne all the prophets whom God raiſed up, n not 
one was more eminent than Iſaiah, on account of his 


in his charater and work, and the bleſſings which he 
extent. The words I have now read, are quoted 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and they contain an exetl. 
lent repreſentation of him, and his condu® in life, 


Turn: are three things we may particularly. con. 
ſider, i in diſcourſing * our text: 


1} Int bumility and meekneſs of the tow 1 Ga 


II. His tenderneſs and compaſſion. 


III. His courage and ſteadineſs i in the proſees 
tion of the work aſſigned him. - 


I. Tax humility and meekneſs of the Son of 
G0 in his miniſterial office, 


Taris 8 of our W chender is ex 
preſſed 1 in theſe wards : He ſhall not ftrive nor. ery 
Neither ſhall any man hear his voice in the fireets, 
As this paſſage is introduced by St. Matthew, and 
conneftced with the context, it ſeems very juſtly 0 


1 
import dual virtues. Our bleſſed Lord is hone! re- 
preſented as having extited the reſentment of the 8 
phariſees, by healing a man on the Sabbath. And 
although he would not deſiſt from his work of kinds 
Teſs, but continued to perform miraculous cures up- 
on thoſe; who. were in diſtreſs; yet he charged the 
ſubjeQs of his healing or recovering mercy, that 
they ſhould not make him known, or proclaim: his 
deeds, „that it might be fulfilled which was ſpoken 
by Eſaias the prophet;; he ſhall· noi ſtrive, & c. A 
if he had ſaid, * He ſhall: make no unneceſſary of: 
tentation of his gifts; and where the end of his mif. 
fon does. not require it, he ſhall-not provoke ond | 
one, Or sive himſelf up to e 2 | 


al 


As now, by this charakter of humility and meek 5 
Poets, Chriſt is pleaſed to deſcribe himſelf, and re⸗ 
commend his religion to mankind. * Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and:lowly 
in heart, and ye ſhall find reſt unto your. ſouls“.“ 
And if we examine his conduct during his public 
miniſtry, we ſhall find his witneſs. of himſelf to be _ 
true. Indeed, moſt of his miracles were performed 


cu. 
ol 


Een. 


in a public manner; but this was neceſſary to excite 
8 the attention of the ſpeQators, and to engage their 
ets, 


: faith and confidence in him. Where ſuch wile: ends 2 
an | ; $57 | 


— — 


—— —— 
SY — 


Aid dor Genau fe; vs Buch him — ns 4 


the greateſt freedom delivered his ſentiments of the 


immorallcondutt, and declaring their dottrines con 


their minds to: ſee the errors which had een ĩmpdſel 
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vork by pride or vain glory; and in the moſt trying 


moſt ſerene and PROM: tempet. 8 
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more privately, and! forbidding. the publiſhing; of 
them. It muſt alſo be acknowledged; that he, with | 


Phariſees upon ſeveral: occaſions, charging them with | 


rupt. But this, it has been juſtly obſerved, vas of 
abſolute importance; in order to the ſpreading of 
goſpel truth by weakening: the attachment of the 
people to thoſe: who! hated! the light, and openity! 


upon them; and which, if adhered'to;- would bean 
inſuperable obſtacle to! chriſtianity; When it wal 
not inconſiſtent with: truth and Holineſs; be diſedy 
ered no indignation at them. He reſorted to their 
houſes, and did eat with them ; and' exhorted the 
people to receive with revefencè the diftates of thoſk 
who ſat in the feat of Mofes*. His whole life wat 
an evidence for him, that he was not actuated in his 


ſeaſons through which he paſſed, he ever exhibited i 


ie preaching» and conduft —— 
or affectation of applauſe: On the one hund he did 
not court the favor of the! great; - On the other} be 
did not endeavor to recommend himſelf to che el 


8 i de, xxili; 2, 8 


teem of the multitude, by any mean artifices or ſinful 


; 


—— 


compliances. He did not pray in the “ corners of 


the ſtreets to be ſeen of men ;” but performed pri- 


vate devotions and duties by himſelf, or with his 


diſciples. He Kept not the wicked at a diſtance, | 


that he might appear in an exalted character; but 


was converſant with them. His diſcourſes were 


plain, adapted to the loweſt capacities; not ſet off 
with thoſe embelliſhments, with- which the teachers 


of the day aggrandized themſelves. It has been 
ſaid, that no action of our Lord favored more of of- 
tentation, than his triumphant entry into Jeruſalem. 


But this was to fulfil a prophecy ; and it certainly 


diſplayed as much humility as royalty, agreeably to 


the paſſage predictive of it. Rejoice greatly, O 


daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jeruſa- 
lem! Behold, thy King cometh unto thee ; he is 


juſt, and having falvation ; lowly, and riding upon 


an aſs, and upon a colt, the foal of an aſs*.” In 
truth, what, Jeſus declared of himſelf, he made good 
in the whole diſcharge of his commiſſion. © I honor 


my Father, and ſeek not mine own gloryt.” 


How calm and even was his deportment under 


* _ *® Zechariah in. 9. + John vi. 49, 60. 5 
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did not demand it, we find: him performing them 
more privately, and! forbidding. the publiſhing of 
the greateſt freedom), delivered: his-ſentiments' of the | 


immorali.conduR; and declaring their doarines' co 


their minds to ſee the errors which hñad 


" work by pride or vain glory; and in the moſt trying 


en ſerene and Fein tempet. 5 


or affedctation of applauſe Od the one handy he did 


them. It muſt alſo be acknowledged that he, with 


Phariſees upon ſeveral: occaſions, charging them with 


rupt. But this, it has been juſtly” obſeryed, was of 
abſolute importance; in: order” to the ſpreadingę of ö 
goſpel truth;;'by weakening the attachment of d 
people to thoſe: who! hated! the light, and: opening 
been impoſel 
upon them; and which, if adhered to; would bean 
inſuperable obſtacle tot chriſtlanity- When it wal 
not inconſiſtent with: truth and holineſs; he diſedy! 
ered no indignation at them. He reſorted to their 
houſes, and did eat with them ; and' exhorted'the 
people to receive with revetence the diQates of thoſk 
who ſat in the feat of Mofes*. His whole life vu 
an evidence for him, that he was not actuated in his 


ſeaſons through which he paſſed, he ever exhibited 4 


6 F | 1 
2 * 3 5 7 . - all * 


— preaching and condd 


not court the favor of the! great; Oh the other) be 
did not endeavor to recommend himſelf to the el 
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teem of the multitude, by-any mean artifices or finful 
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compliances. He did not pray in the © corners of 
the ſtreets to be ſeen of men; but performed pri- 
vate devotions and duties by himſelf, or with his 
diſciples. He kept not the 'wicked at a diſtance, 


that he might appear in an exalted character; but . 


was converſant with them. His diſcourſes were 
plain, adapted to. the loweſt capacities ; not ſet off 


with thoſe embelliſhments, with which the teachers 
of the day aggrandized themſelves. It has been 
ſaid, that no action of our Lord favored more of oſ- 
tentation, than his triumphant entry into Jeruſalem. 


But this was to fulfil a prophecy ; and it certainly 


diſplayed as much humility as royalty, agreeably to 


the paſſage predictive of it. Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jeruſa- 
lem ! Behold, thy King cometh unto thee ; he is 
juſt, and having falvation ; lowly, and riding upon 


an aſs, and upon a colt, the foal of an aſs*.” In 


truth, what, Jefus declared of himſelf, he made good 


in the whole difcharge of his commiſſion. © I honor | 
my Father, and ſeek not mine own g yt,” 


How calm and even was his deportment under 


the greateſt provocations } Ne uſed no violence to- 
, 8 


2% 


» Zechen in. 9. + John vi. 49, 5% 


2 


10 r 
wards thoſe who inhumanly treated him; and though R 
he had all nature at his command, yet he would not 
call for fire from heaven upon his enemies. When 
one of his diſciples, in a tranſport of zeal, and to 
defend his Maſter, ſmote the ſervant of the high 
* prieſt, who was buſy in arreſting him, he forbade 
bim, healed the wound, and ſubmitted to be appre- 
hended*. And when he was queſtioned about his 
doQrine, he replied with moderation. When he 
was reviled, he reviled not again; when he ſuffered, 
he threatened not f;“ but with a patient and ſubmif. 
five filence, bore the ſcoffs and blows of a barbarous 
rabble, and was led as a lamb to the ſlaughter, If 
the Son of God had thought beſt to give way to 
wrath, he could with eaſe © have avenged himſelf 

of his adverſaries ;” for he had © a great company 
of people” attending him, and he poſſeſſed the power 
of miracles. But * Judgment was not to be eſtab- | 
liſhed in the earth” by any barſh methods ; but in 
meekneſs of wiſdom. * Chriſtianity would have loſt 
much of its luſtre, had it been deſtitute of mecknels 
in its Founder; nor could the greateſt miracles have 
made up for the want of it. Men would have been 
affrighted into an outward ſibmiſfion to the goſpel, 
rather than charmed into a ready and hearty accept- 
ance of it.“ Therefore did our Saviour promo 


* Luke xxii. 50, 51. t 1ſt Peter, ii. 28. 


{ 


8 


the cauſe of truth And righteouſneſs, not by 5 5 
tive power and might ; but in the ſpirit of meekneſs. 
Hereby he made conqueſts, during his abode on 

earth ; and by the ſame excellent temper, diſplayed 
in the goſpel and his own example, he was much 
more viQorious after his aſcenſion ; when, accord- 
ing to the language of the Pſalmiſt, © he rode prol- : 

perouſly, becauſe 5 truth and meekneſs?, e 


IIdly, Wx are to Lone the PERS and 
compaſſion of Chit, as expreſſed in theſe words, 


© A bruiſed reed ſhall he not Drunk and ee 
flax ſhall he not quench.“ 7 


Tas Re TN find, are differently underſtood by | 
commentators. Some underſtand them as a contin. 
uation of the former charafter, and expreſſive of _ 
Chriſt, as quietly and peaceably tranſaQting his buſi- 

neſs, without any ſtriking proclamations, whereby to 
make known his acts or labors ; that he made not 
as much noiſe as the treading upon an half broken 

reed, or quenching the ſmoking flame in flax. Oth- 
ers explain them. in relation to his enemies; that he 
ſpared them, although they might be as eaſily de- 

troyed by him, as a bruiſed reed is broken, or the 
imoking flax quenched. Others again look upon : 
them as. ae Chriſt « tenderneſs to the ſoul, 1 | 


ka xlv. 4+ 
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which is in a weak condition, 3 the dee 4 
prejudice, ſtruggling with luſt, and often overcome, 
or almoſt ready to ſink under the weight of ſin; that 
wherever he ſees the leaſt proſpe& of good, he will 
not deſtroy it, The expreſſions are ſuppoſed to be 
proverbial, and repreſent the goodgels. and gentle. 
neſs of Jeſus, as comparable to a man, who walks ſq | 
ſoftly, that even the bruiſed reed is not broken un: 
deer his foot, nor the ſmall remains of fire in the 
ſmoking flax put out. The language is undoubtedly 
figurative, and implies more than is expreſſed ; not 
only that he would not diſcourage the weak; but 
that he would aſſiſt, ſtrengthen, and relieve them, = 


Tux evangeliſt introduces the paſſage upon the 
multitude's following Chriſt, and his healing them; 
which leads us to confider him in his compaſſion and 
| Kindneſs to the bodies and fouls of men; and innu- 
merable inſtances of both, we have recorded in the 
Scriptures. He went about doing good, by curing 
diſeaſes, and accepting the ſmalleſt degrees of faith 
in thoſe, who came to him for deliverance from fin, 
and for the ſalvation of their ſouls. The multitude 
were under great prejudices reſpefting the Meſſas : 
they entertained dark and unſuitable apprehenſions 
concerning him and his kingdom; but our Lord did 
not leave them in ignorance, but taught them better 


mies; and, when it was conſiſtent with his character, 


.* F 
- 
— 


acknowledgment of himſelf and his diſpenſation. 
His diſciples, although they were choſen, by him ag 
his family, and were favored with a peculiar, inti- 
macy with their Maſter, yet. diſcovered much of a 
carnal mind but ſeeing their ſimplicity, honeſty, 


and integrity, he did not. rejett, but cheriſhed what 
was amiable in them, and endeavored to enlarge - 


their minds and warm their hearts with more di- 
vine and elevated views. than they, hag hitherto pol- 


ſeſſed. 


How tender was he to ſinners under convidtions 
of fin and miſery ! Publicans and harlots attended 
his miniſtry, and inſtead of treating them with barſh-. 
neſs and ſeverity, he, in the mildeſt language, led 
them to repentance, and a ſubjeQion to his goſpel. 
He does not upbraid chem with their paſt criminal | 
ronduR ; but in moſt pathetic diſcourſes, and af- 
fecting alluſions, repreſents the readineſs of God to, 
forgive—the high and important privileges with which 
rue penitents are inveſted—and the joy and latisfao· | 
lion a return muſt give to the beſt of beings. | 


Hz was toth to increaſe the prejudices of his ene- 


he endeavored to ſoften and ſubdue them, even at 


* 
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\ the expenſe of his own right, We have an eminent J 
inſtance of this, in his working a miracle to Pay © 
tax, though his high dignty and FOR might A 
exempted him“. | 


4 W 
* T.Y = 


Is a word, Jeſus was full of compaſſion and mer. 
cy ; and having left the bright abodes above, on | 
purpoſe to * ſeek and ſave that which was loſt,” we | 


muſt ſuppoſe, that in every inſtance, he would aim 
at the happineſs of mankind ; and ſo far from ſup- 


preſſing any thing lovely, he would rather encourage 
it—cauſe the grain of muſtard feed” to ſhoot ou 
and grow up to * a great tree. 1 


** 
5 : 
KY 


I11dh, WX are, in "he laſt place, to conn 
Chriſt's courage and fteadineſs in the proſecution 


of the work aſſigned him : : „ Till he fend forth 


judgment unto victory.“ In the prophecy from 


whence our text is taken, it is thus expreſſed 
* He ſhall bring forth judgment unto truth; he 


ſhall not fail nor be diſcouraged, till he have e 
judgment i in che eartht.” S 

Now, by judgment here, I conceive we are to 
underſtand the goſpel, the way of ſal vation. The 
declarations of God in the Old Teſtament, are iy | 


Matthew xvii, 27. ky e +1Ifaiab aii 8, 4 


* 
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| quently ſpoken of under the denomination of judg- 
ments—and juſtly are his. revelations thus tiled—as 


what a God of judgment approves, as agrecable to 
his own perfect reftitude. © To ſet judgment in the 
earth,” is not only to reveal the will of God; but 
to fx and eſtabliſh it. “ To bring forth judgment 
unto truth,” is to cauſe it to be acknowledged for 
truth ; and therefore the evangeliſt changes the ex- 
preſſion, till he ſend forth judgment unto victory, 
or make it victorious. Both theſe phraſes intimate 
to us, that the buſineſs of Chriſt was, to make known 
the will of his Father; teach divine truth, and give 
a new ſyſtem of religion; and+that he was to rec- 
ommend it to men in the moſt ſuitable methods. 


this world, or all the work he had to perform. He 


example of univerſal obedience, and make atone- _ 
ment by his death for the fins of men. But the pub- 
lication and .ſpread of divine truth was one great 
end of his miſſion, and which he purſued OR 
his life. . 


Anv in the proſecution of FOR whole work af. 
fizned him, he evinced his fortitude and ſteadineſs. 
He did not fail, neither was be diſcouraged. This 


"2 | a 3 
* - 


they are, what an infinite mind judges fit and proper ; 5 


Not that this was all the errand of our Lord into 


came alſo to live a moſt holy life, ſet an illuſtrious. | 


* 
propbecy was exaklly verified in him. He did not 
relinquiſh the buſineſs allotte> him, until he laid, 
* Tt is finiſhed, bowed his head, and gave be ny 
ghoft. = 


i we 
> 
n | 


Hz paſſed through he moſt Giltreffing winky 
without a word of deſiſting, from the great work 
which occaſioned them. Neither poverty, hungen 
reproaches, perſecutions, nor the proſpe& of death, 
turned him aſide from the fulfilment of his engage. 
ments. No ſooner had he eſcaped death, which the 
exaſperated, Jews were endeavoring to inflit upon 
him, but he breaks forth in this language, I muſt | 
work. the works of bim that ſent me, while it is day; 

the night cometh when no man can work. As long 
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world “ 
and immediately works a miracle. : 


| And when the hour was approaching, wherein 


« by being lifted up, he was to draw all men unto 
himſelf, and ſend forth judgment unto vidtory; : 


ſtead of avoiding the fatal city, © he ſet his 25 
ſtedfaſtly to go up to Jeruſalem.” Nor did his reſo- 
| lution and fortitude proceed from any doubts as to 
the event of his going thither, or from partial views 
of his ſufferings. He knew certainly that he muſt 
die; and had a clear and comprehenſive knowledge 


+ John xix. 30. | © John i ix. 4, 5+ 


15 
of the whole ſeries of his allliktions, and the particu. | 
lar kind of death he muſt ſuffer, and ſpake of the 
ſame to his diſciples*®. And during the time of his 
arraignment, trial, and of the execution of his ſen- 
tence, he made no attempt to prevent the accom- 
pliſhment of his own work in and by his death. He 
ſaw the neceſſity of © ſetting judgment in the earth,” - 
to promote the happineſs of mankind, his Father's 
glory, and his own. To eſtabliſh truth, therefore, 
appeared to him worthy of the greateſt trials ; nor 
did he think all the terrors of the world were to be 
compared with this momentous work ; neither were 
they motives of ſutkcient weight to induce him to 
abandon it. : 


1MPROVEMENT. EE 


1ſt, From what hath been offered, we behold the 
amiable character of the Son of God, and muſt be <1 
ſenfible how attraRtive and 1 be is of our 
higheſt admiration and affeQtion; * 8 


3 ouflirr and meekneſs, tenderneſs and compaſ- 
ſion, joined with fortitude and ſteadineſs, form, in- 

deed, an excellent character; eſpecially when they 
are all exerciſed in ſo happy a manner, in promoting 
the intereſts of truth and holineſs. Let us behold 
his illuſtrious virtues, and remember, it was on be- 
* Matthew xvi. 81. 
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half of men they ſhone with ſo divine a luftre. - i& 
mall not ſo much beauty and dignity, ſurrounding 
our Saviour, draw forth our warmeſt love? © He 
is fairer than the ſons of men“ —“ full of grace” 
< altogether lovely.” While we muſe upon him, 
may the fire burn, and aſcend to Heaven. 5 


adly, Wnar great encouragement does our ſub. 
jekt offer to repenting and returning finners ; and 
alſo to the. fincere diſciples of Jeſus, under much 
weakneſs and infirmity. 


Hs will not now 46 break the bruiſed 1 ot 
e the ſmoking flax,” any more khan he die 
while on earth. Though © exalted to the right hatt 
of his Father,” yet his gracious temper is the ſame ; 
and he retains his kindneſs and compaſſion. Let not 
finners then defpond, when they have thoughts and 
defires of returning to God through Chriſt; . Let ng 
Chriſtians diſtruſt the tenderneſs of their Saviour, 
' while, having a ſenſe of their corruptions, and ſur; 
rounded with temptations, they are mourning after « 
gopdly fort. But may both look to their Redeemer, 
to do for them agreeably to their reſpettive circum- 
ſtances. He knoweth their frame. He ſeetli the 
dawning purpoſes of. their ſouls to religion, - and 
kindly and tenderly beholds, and makes the beſt of 
every good thing, which he finds in the mourner of 

Zion, The Spirit is in his hands, to ſupply what s 


BE... 


wanting, to afford every thing . they need. They 


mould then frequently meditate ; often dwell upon 
his compaſſion ; the excellency and lovelineſs of his 


charaQer ; and repair to God, through him, to per- 2 
form the good * of his grace and . 


in them. + HY fi 


TAE tense en which our Lord difcoverds on 


earth, is an example of that which he exerciſes in 


heaven. We have a merciful High Prieſt to inter- 


| cede, and a gracious King to diſpenſe, according ts 
our wants. Is the. faith of his followers weak ?—he - 


does not frown upon, but will irengthen i it, if they 
confide i in him. Is their love languid ?—he will not 
quench, but blow it up into a lively flame. Are 
their reſolutions feeble ?—he will not make them 
more ſo, but is willing to invigorate them. Are 


cheir hatred of fin, and their love of holineſs, leſs - 
vehement than they could wiſh ?—he pities them, 


and approves. their defires, and, if they wait upon 


him, will fulfil them. He looks at the ſincerity 9 : | 
the heart ; and will diſregard none, though they are 


not ſtrong. What wonderful W How 
great muſt. be their conſolation ! 


gdly, rien the chirnder of the Son of God, in 


our text, we learn what ſhould be our own, 


. He hath left us an example; hve we ſhould fol. S 
low bs ler. f and the fume mind ſhould bein is, | 


a2 
' that was NY in Chriſt Jeſus.” We mould bi warm. 
ed and animated with the pattern ſet before us, and 
diligently purſue it. Let us then endeavor, by keep- | 
ing him in our eye, © that we be clothed with humil. 
ity ;” not making a vain ſhow of our graces ; not 
aiming to appear better than we really are; but ſin- 
cere and upright before him. Let us put on the 
& ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit,” in oppoſi. 
tion to a turbulent one; and may our behavior 1 
mild, nus. and gentle. - | 


* 
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May we exerciſe compaſſion and tenderneſs to the 
bodies and ſouls of men, even under the loweſt cir- 
| cumſtances. Deſpiſe none who are thoughtful and 
j concerned, even though they may have been ever fo 
4 bad; nor cruelly upbraid them with former tranl- 
_ BÞ greflions. We ſhould do all in our power to en- 
courage the doubting, revive the diſconſolate, and 
ſpeak peace to thoſe to whom we have. reaſon to 
think it belongs, as they come within our knowledge, 
and we have n opportunity. 


WE ought to be ſolicitous, that our Gerbe hu- 
mility, and tenderneſs, be rightly founded—the reſult 
of judgment—that we may unite with them, courage 

and ſteadineſs in religion. Falfe humility and meek- 
neſs will be apt to betray us into ſinful compliances, 
and render us averſe to offend, even though it he to 
promote and eſtabliſh virtue and the fear of God. 
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All theſs virtues muſt be united, and they certainly 

will be, if they originate from proper motives. And 
| however they were diſplayed by our Lord in his 
miniſterial work, yet they are incumbent on all. his 
diſciples in their reſpettive ſtations. And where 
they are juſtly exerciſed, they will meet with a glo- 
rious reward; agreeably to his own moſt gracious 
promiſe, If any man ſerve me, let him follow 
me ; and where I am, there ſhall alſo my ſervant be : 
If any man ſerve me, him will my Father honor“.“ 


Finally, Ov ſubjeR teaches us the importance of 
gratitude to improve it. 


Ir is too much the taſte of many at the preſent 


n lome, perhaps, who think ſuch condud the beſt proof 
of their politeneſs and liberality of ſentiment. But 
how abſurd is this Can it be ſuppoſed, if it had not 
been of the greateſt conſequence, God would have 
ſent his Son * to ſet judgment in the earth—to ſend 
forth judgment unto victory to put his ſpirit upon 
him, and upheld him for this end ?“ Such a perſon, 
attended with ſuch power and ability, to execute the 
work upon which he was ſent, clearly indicate the 
value of goſpel truth. Let us be thankful we are fa- : 
yored with it ; attend with candor and impartiality ß 
| | © John xj. 86. 


the goſpel revelation, and affords an argument of I 


day, to ſpeak contemptibly of the goſpel, and to (7 
make it the ſubjeQ of their ridicule ; and there are 


0 . 
— 2 * * 
ee * — g 
— * —ͤ— — — —— 
FX { 's * 
0 


81 its important eighties; never ſpeak ngnay on 1 


the Gentiles were to truſt. He has ſent judgment 


tabliſh judgment more extenſively among the Gen- 
tiles. St. Paul tells us, that & now we ſee not yet all 


and, like the other works of God, to proceed gradu- 


42 
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but highly prize, value, and improve it. In Jett. 


unto us. Once God's ſtatutes and judgments wers 
confined to the Jews. Now we are made partakery 
of his grace, in the revelation of his will. O may 
we not receive this grace in vain ! But, while it is 
an accepted time, and day of mercy and forgivenels, 
let us hear the voice of God in the goſpel, and 8 of 
e neglett that great ſalvation, which, at the firſt, be. 
gan to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was wou 
unto us by thoſe who heard him.“ „ 


— 


AND 0 may ve look. to God, that Fa would. 4 


things put under Chriſtt,” And it is a ſtriking ob. 
ſervation of an excellent writer, that Chriſtianity 
was intended to be a work of ages in its progrels, 


ally to its conſummation. The loftieſt trees of the 
foreſt have ſprung up from {mall ſeeds, and have 
porne the ſtrife of the elements through many vin. 
ters, before they have come to their perfection: 80 
the tree which the Lord hath planted, muſt encoun- 
ter the tempeſt during its growth, and ſuffer many 
chilling blaſts, which may arreſt its progreſs in their 
ſeaſons ; but it ſhall, at laſt, ſend forth its boughs e on 

n 35 Haus ii. 8. | 
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every ſide, and its | ſhade ſhall be for the refreſhing 
of the nations*.” 


A. - 


We are now (my — drawing towards the 
cloſe of the eighteenth century. Eighteen hundred 


years are almoſt elapſed, ſince the introduQion of : | 


Chriſtianity. In the plan of God, (faith this divine) 
with whom a thouſand years are but as one day, ei igh- 5 


teen centuries may form hut a ſmall part of the dura- 


tion of the kingdom of Chriſt, in this ſcene of things. 


The prophets have given notice of a ſcheme of im- 
menſe extent, and only a ſmall part of it is, as yet, 

filled up. God will be glorified in its real and dara- 
ble ſucceſs. The Chriſtian churches ſhall be purified 
and united i in affeftion—the goſpel ſhall be ſeen in its 
moral charaQter and attractive power—every falſe * 


religion ſhall give way, and all the families of the 1585 


earth ſhall be bleſſed in Jeſus, and call him-bleſſed— 
infidelity ſhall diſappear—wars ſhall ceaſe—and la- 
very be heard of no more! 


Tust things will take . 2 * 
we are ſleeping in the duſt. But it is a conſolation 
to the human mind, © amidſt the ſorrows and anxies 
ties, with which many of the events in the hiſtory. of 
mankind are viewed, to reflect that the Lord reign- 
eth; and that under his providence, preparations are 
making; in ſecret, for the manifeſtation of his univer- 

* Dr. Hardy's Sermon before unn Scotland, for propagating 
Chriſtian knowledge, 
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earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as. ha 
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fal kingdom, i in the recovery of the nations to viral a 
piety, and peace.“ *_ 


7 * 
vt 
— 1 2 


Txzss things are agreeable diver paſſages "I 
corded in the prophecies, with a few of which I mal 
cloſe chis diſcourſe. „ 1 


Anp it ſhall come to FI in the laſt tele that i 
mountain of the Lord's houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in Fr 
top of the mountains, and ſhall be exalted above the va 
and all nations ſhall flow unto it. The wolf ſhall due 
with the lamb ; and the leopard ſhall lie down with & 
kid ; and the calf, and young lion, and fatling _ 
and a little child ſhall lead them. And the fucking chil 
ſhall play on the hole of the aſp ; and the weaned chal 
ſhall put his hand on the den of the viper. They 4 
not hurt or deſtroy in all my holy mountain ; for 


2 


waters cover the ſea. For, from the riſing of the; 
to the going down of the ſame, my name ſhall be grel 
among the Gentiles. And in every place, incenſe * 
be offered to my name, and a pure Hering. Mary oul 
whole ſouls, with the warmeſt emotions, e in t 


words of St. John, 8 Us 67 7 -"_ 1 


"AMIN, EVEN. $0, COME, LORD raved, 
| * Revelations xii, 20. 


